(direct + indirect costs) for research space has been assigned as desirable for the SOM. It is acknowledge that certain kinds of research have special requirements -for example, NMR -and that newly recruited faculty cannot be expected to meet such criteria. Swing space for renovations or being reserved for recruitments are also special cases. We will keep everybody informed as we learn more.
In the tradition of summer books to read, I read two books that I would recommend to any student wanting to look at the research and education enterprise from a different perspective: "Three Cups The new academic year is well on its way, and although we have had some summer storms and a number of named storms, none of these have posed a threat to the Upper Texas Coast or Galveston. So far, so good! This will be a busy and challenging year for us. While we expand our teaching efforts to accommodate planned increases in all Schools over the next several years, Texas is facing financial shortfalls that although modest by comparison to other states, will nevertheless have some impact. At the same time, NIH has been communicating that the next couple of years will be difficult for investigators seeking NIH grants. At the departmental level, we are committed to keep a close watch on grant expenditures to help our faculty make the best use of their funds. To that end we are developing tools that will allow all PIs to keep close watch over their budgets. We have also asked faculty to submit names of likely speakers for seminar programs in our SOM who because of their participation in Study Sections should be made aware of our recovery and expansion plans.
We are in the midst of a strong faculty recruitment program in various areas. On November 1, Dr. Muge N. KuyunkuMartinez, Ph. D. from Baylor College of Medicine, will join our Department as an Assistant Professor. Dr. KuyunkuMartinez has a research interest in degenerative mechanisms of myotonic dystrophies. She will also have an appointment to the Neuroscience and Cell Biology Department and be a member of the Mitchell Center for Neurodegenerative Diseases. We welcome her on board. Our recruitment for three senior faculty with expertise in biophysics and structural biology is ongoing, as is our recruitment for another senior position with expertise in mass spectroscopy, in collaboration with the Sealy Centers for Molecular Medicine and Cancer Cell Biology. Now that we are returning to a post-Ike normalcy as our infrastructure recovers, it will be a good time to have a one-day faculty retreat in early 2011. As always, suggestions for topics are welcome. As in the past the event will take place at the Galveston Convention Center on the Seawall. Details will follow once a date and topic has been worked out.
As part of the strategic planning process, the Provost will be carrying out a Schoolwide audit of research space to better plan the ongoing expansion of research programs. We plan to carry out a departmental research space audit this fall to better prepare us for our ongoing recruitments, as well as document our space needs. 
Graduate Program News
Please make a note on your calendar for the annual BBSC Program Fair to be held Thursday, October 7 th from 2-5pm in the Levin Hall Dining room. If you would like to display the research of your laboratory, please contact Debora Botting, dmbottin@utmb.edu for a poster slot.
Many of our students attend conferences throughout the year and recently, Christof Straub of Dr. Kurosky's laborator, attended the 4 th HMGB1 Symposium in Helsinki, Finland. The meeting started with a keynote address by Kevin Tracey and included discussions on HMGB1, HMGB1 receptors and S100 proteins in the context of different inflammatory conditions. Much emphasis was on post-translational modifications of the protein and their implications on its proinflammatory potential. The atmosphere at the meeting was very collegial and dinners included much of the local Finish cold-fish specialties. The meeting happened to be during summer solstice and Christof managed to capture the sunset at 12:30 AM.
For an enjoyable read, we thank Dr. James Lee for bringing to our attention an interesting article for graduate students.
-Debora Botting
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BCSO News
The BCSO held their 2010 elections during our August meeting and are pleased to announce their new officers:
Chair -Hung Doan (Fujise Laboratory)
Vice Chair -Abhijnan Chattopadhyay (Fujise Laboratory)
Treasurer -Michal Szymanski (Bujalowski Laboratory)
Secretary -Kimberlee Burckart (Carney and Sastry Laboratories)
We invite and encourage all students within the department to actively participate in the upcoming year. The BCSO would like to thank the BMB graduate program and BMB/MBET faculty for their support over the past year and is looking forward to another great year. Special thanks go to our faculty advisor of the past year, Dr. Kay Choi, as well as to Dr. Sarita Sastry and Debora Botting for their continuous support over the years. 
